Club Meeting 
Charlie Ristorcelli NN3V@arri.net 
(Meetings are held the 1st Wednesday 
of each month at the Carlshad Safety 
Center in Carlsbad at 7:30 p.m. although 
most come at 7:00. See map on page 12 
Jor directions -Ed) 
January Program: 
We start the New Year with a pro- 
gram dedicated to the combination of 
Ham Radio with the California State 


~ Park System. Come and join us for a 


fascinating presentation by KF6NPN 
(Roland) on his work as a California 
Park Ranger, and how Ham Radio as- 
sists the park's employees and visitors 
in the enjoyment of the beautiful natu- 
ral resources of California. 

Roland will also talk of opportuni- 
ties he sees for improved amateur radio 
service use in the Park system. 

73 de NN3V 
{see page 1] for more on KF6NPN -Ed) 


February EVENT: 


The month of February marks a 
PARC landmark, as PARC was 
FOUNDED 65 years ago this month!!. 

There have been many changes to 
our hobby since then. Can you imagine 
what Packet Radio, or PSK-31, or 
APRS was like back then?. Just think 
of what people would have said had a 


_ ham mentioned the idea of a satellite 


radio system!. 
And be assured that there are some 
folks who have seen it all since then, 


and have been members of PARC for 
all those years!. So, MARK YOUR 
CALENDAR for a small birthday cele- 
bration, and plan on joining us in 
February for a special time of remem- 
brance. 73 de NN3V 


Coming Events. 

Jan. Ist, Mon Happy New Year 
Jan. 3rd, Wed Club meeting 
Jan. 10th, Wed Board meeting 


Program Ch.Notes: 


Knowing that many of you have lots 
of things to keep you busy, and that 
planning social and hobby events is 
best done in advance, I've been doing 
some planning ahead on the topics for 
PARC programs. 

So, get your calendars out, and set 
aside the first Wednesday of every 
month for the monthly PARC meeting. 
To stimulate your interest, here is a 
rundown of the PARC programs 
planned for the first 1/2 of 2001: 

February - Satellite Communica- 
tions. Come and get a first look at all 
the things that go into the hamshack 
and activities of the ham who is inter- 
ested in this fascinating hobby, delving 
in to radio capabilities never envisioned 
in the early days of our hobby. Read on 
for a SPECIAL FEBRUARY EVENT! 

March - Sometimes tall towers, and 
large antennas are NOT the answer for 
the ham who needs unique communica- 
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also ATV & 4 
autopatches 


tions capabilities. Come out and dis- 
cover that "Sometimes the lowly 
dipole is the right antenna”. 

April - The Pleasures Of A Good 
QSL. Rediscover the pleasures and 
etiquette involved in QSLing. This 
program will include a fascinating 
review of the modern way QSL cards 
are printed, and give you ideas and 
ways of saving bundle$ of buck$ on 
your next QSL order. 

May - An astronomy primer. 
Come out and enjoy a fascinating 
presentation on the history of the 
Palomar Mountain Observatory. 

June - Dayton just finished. Come 
see the newest rigs. We are discussing 
with the principal Ham Radio manu- 
facturers (yes, you know who they 
are), the possibility of having a 
demonstration of the latest toys to 
grace the candy factory. Stay tuned 
(HI Hi HI). 


FIELD DAY. 

A couple of thoughts about Field 
Day. 

Yes, you wonder how it is possible 
to start talking about this now, but 
hey, June is almost here. 

First, | made a BIG BLUNDER in 


Join the Palomar Amateur Radio Club! 


PARC, POB 73, Vista CA 92085-0073. 


~~ Island On The Air DX program. A 


last month's FD comment. It is a blun- 
der everyone makes sooner or later 
about FD. 

FD is the "FOURTH COMPLETE 
WEEKEND IN JUNE", and NOT re- 
peat NOT the last weekend in June as | 
said last month. So, while usually the 
last weekend in June is the same as the 
fourth complete weekend in June, it is 
not always so. In any event, MARK 
YOUR CALENDARS for Saturday 
June 24th., and Sunday June 25th., 
2001, and come join us for FD. 

Second, we will start our Field Day 
planning net in January. Anyone who 
wishes to participate in FD 2001, is 
interested in hearing the kinds of things 
we plan to accomplish, or interested in 
working some of the work parties we 
will have to get ready for FD 2001, 
please join us on the 146.730 repeater. 

First FD planning net will be on 
Wednesday 17 January at 8:30 PM, and 
weekly thereafter. See you at FD!. 

73 de NN3V 


Scope Reading Stats: 
Well, I always maintain that no one 
reads e-mail, and no one listens to voice 
mail. I am now wondering how many of 
you read the Scope. My challenge last 
month asked you to send me an e-mail 
proving you read the Scope, or just 
walk up to me to tell me you saw my 
challenge, and in either mechanism give 
me ideas of programs you would like to 
see. 
Well, of the 530 Scope issues 
mailed, I received 14 responses!. That's 
not a great track record, but I am 
pleased to say that of the 14, I had 6 
great ideas given to me for Programs. 
BUT, PLEASE!. Give us some ideas 
of what you like as a program, or enjoy 
the pain as you just sit through the 
things that fascinate me most, and you 
will probably see them over, and over, 
and over, and over, and 


Last meeting eo: qu) 
The November meeting was another 


great talk by W6YOOHarry who this 
time talked on IOTA which is the 


grand time was had by all. 

“Goodie” donations came from 
NN3¥Charlie, W6SSThim, 
KE6ZL YGienn, WGABEEd, 
KB6YHYAnita, and W6OLQJohn. You 
receive an extra activity point for your 
generosity. 

KD6TUJDennis & W6SSTIim took 
care of the Goodie Table. W6SST who 
has helped take care of the coffee and 
goodie table for the past several months 
had the misfortune of having his name 
and calf kept getting lost in little “piles” 
of paper. 

Attendance was 57 with 5 guests. 


Board Mtg. (Minutes) 
David Patterson WB6DAV@Juno.com 
Next meeting at W6GNI QTH 
(Club members are invited to Board meetings at Board 
members QTH's at 7pm on the Wednesday following the 
club meeting as announced herein. You receive one 
participation point for attending. A copy of the com- 
plete minutest are at the general meeting.) 
Board Mtg. December 13th, 2000 

Called to order by vice-president 
NN3V at 6:59pm W9FQN acting secre- 
tary. 

Members present; Helmut OE8SOQ, 
Charlie NN3V, Al W6GNI, Jo 
KB6NMK, Stan W9FQN, Mark 
KFGWTN, Dave WB6DAV & Alan 
N2DCA. 

Mbrs. absent : Mike AB6QT 

Guest(s) Steve KD6WRL, Ted KF6BFI 
Merting called to order at 1900 Hrs. 
Treasurers report read and approved. A 
bill was submitted from John WB6IQS 
for materials to light the storage bldg. 
Secretary's report approved as written in 
Scope. 

Stan reported (1)that the 220 Club 
agreement was sent to them the first part 
of Dec. and ask for a reply by the end of 
Jan. (2) the trailer known as the "Taco 
Wagon” was torn down last Sunday. 
(3)That a donation was approved to be 
picked up. (4) That the 447 machine is 
having some problems and will be ad- 
dressed in the near future. 

Mike AB6QT reported in on the 2 
meter repeater and said that he will look 
into the 447 and 2 meter repeaters in the 
next few weeks. 


Steve KD6WRL _ representing 
MARA would like to bring a group up 
to the repeater site and clean up the 
brush to cut down on fire danger. Also 
help out any way they can. A tentative 
date was set for April !4 next year. 

Charlie NN3V ask board members 
to call those members that were behind 
on dues. He also will start the Field Day 
Net starting on the first Wed. in Jan. at 
2000 Hrs.(/46.730 -Ed) 

Next board meeting to be held at Al 
W6GNI’s house. 

Meeting adjourned at 2000 Hrs. 


Club Membership 
Al Doalevy W6GNI aldonlevy@Juno.com 

Do you have a ham friend that 
should be a member of Palomar Ama- 
teur Radio Club? 

It has become even easier to obtain 
membership application forms. Now, 
the membership form is available from 
the PARC web site, ready to be printed, 
filled out, and mailed. 

Check the web site: 

http://members.home.net/parc/ 

Of course for renewals, all we need 
is your check, with call sign, either at a 
meeting, or mailed to PO Box 73, Vista, 
CA 92085-0073. 

If you change call sign, please give 
the old call, and the new one, so that we 
update the correct record! E-mail any 
changes to akdonlevy@juno.com. 

73 and Thank you. 


BFI / SAX Thanks 


Many thanks to Ted Wilcox, 
KF6OBFI, and = Marsh Parker, 
WAG6SAX , who served the Board and 
the club as directors this past year. 

KF6BFI served for 77? years. 


Long AGOGO (history) 


WA6KZN-K6HAV-KI6JM(sk}- W9FQN 
(The purpose of AGOGO is to recall info 

on file in previous editions of the Scope -Ea) 
(12-99)... W9FQN Scope editor 
10yr; ‘99 Field Day Scores; Restructur- 
ing ham bands; new autopatch system .. 
(12-90)... attendance 86 with 27 
guests; news from USS Independence 


VP: Charlie Ristorcelli NN3V 


P. .A.R.C. Inc (2000 Board) ; 


Pres: Allen Maslowski N2DCA s58,642.2400x1229 & 


N2DCA@amsat.org, 
858.676.3307 


NN3V@ARRL net 
Sec: David Patterson WB6DAV 70.727-5560 
WB6DAV@juno.com 
Treas: JoAshley KB6NMK 700.741.2560 
KB6NMK @netzero.net 
Dir#1: Mark Raptis KF6OWTN 760.749.4825 


KF6WITN@amsat.org, 
Dir#2: Helmut Strocml OE8SOQ — as3.720.0549 
Hkstroeml2@aol.com 
SCOPE: Sian Rohrer W9FQN = 700.749.0276 
wor 
Technical: Mike Doyle AB6QT = 760.742.1573 
AB6QT @amsat. org 
MSh: Al Donievy W6GNI = 700.630.3096 
aldonievy@Juno.com 
Board Mtg. 700 pm Wednesday of week 
following the Club meeting as announced. 


Treasurer $$,$$$ 


Past 


months 
“prajects/ | [es 
available 


9,791.28 
$7,834 10.31.99 $10,191 
$4,380 11.30.99 $9,638 
1.31.00 $10,212 
6.31.00 $9,161 


7.31.00 $8.312 


$8,414 
$10,118 
$8,546 


i ~$250/mo, Scope postage ~$65/mo, 
electricity ~250/mo, phone ~$50/mo = ~$61S/aeo. (Insurance 
each Nov. ~$1, 100/year) 


jew: Gc repeater spare ~$200, 449.42 re- 
Peater spare ~$200, spare antennas ~$700, cic = ~$1,100. 


Anoroved expesses not spent: $100 tent trailer, = ~$100 


Last month's Scope Helpers: 
‘Thanks to Art and Anita for the folding space aud the 
refveshments. Really great cookies. (the greatest!) 
KBGOYRZ Art & KB6YHY Anita 
W6GNI Al K6ML Jim 
N6OUZH Teri & MY2KID 
KBGNMEK Jo N6OYG Victor 
N6FMK Bill EGGAEW Bill 
KC6WAN Ralph W6HCD Nash 
WOFOQN Stan WASACE Sonny 


KB6EPO; publisher’s report; 
(AGOGO not in December -Ed) 

(01-00)... New officers N2DCA 
Pres, NN3V VP, Treas KB6NMK, 
Sec W6GNI, Dir#1 KF6BFI, Dir#2 
W6SAX; appointments W9FQN, 
AB6QT, & KD6IVR; Y2K prob- 
lems?; ULS by W6SAX; KF6WTN 
program on fuses; attendance 73 with 
5 guests; new autopatch information 
on new computer system; Goat 
Canyon Trestle hike; new heliax; 
PALBBS info .. 

(01-91)... New officers W9FQN 
Pres, KI6JM VP, W6HCD Sec, 
KK6LX Treas, WS9FQN Scope, 
KB6NMK membership; meeting Lin- 


1 coln Middle School; Attendance 61 


with 11 guests; prefixes for ist patch 
system; listing of club stations in 
SDCo.. 


AK6Z SK SK 


It has been reported that there is 
the possibility that Shirley G. Lee 


| who lives in Vista passed away this 


past month. 
President’s Message 
Allen Masiowski N2DCA@amsat.org 


Last month in the presidents mes- 
sage I talked about teamwork. I refer- 
enced a true story about the Seattle 
Special Olympics. That story was all 
about working as a team to accom- 
plish a common goal. The Board of 
Directors of PARC is not alone. Ev- 
ery member is part of the team. With- 
out your support of PARC, we would 
not have the club we have today. The 
Palomar Amateur Radio Club was 
founded in 1936. We’re coming up to 
being in existence for 65 years. 
That’s nothing to sneeze about. That 
teamwork I mentioned produced one 
great amateur radio club. | am con- 
vinced that the efforts of the present 
membership will continue the legacy 
of our fine club, and help build 
PARC to new levels in the amateur 
community. These efforts will take 
some work. 

In the next couple of months, 


PARC will need some extra sup- | 
port. Yes, this is a call for volun- ; 
teers to help with various tasks | Jan. & 
that need to be accomplished. 
The tasks are varied and will be printed 
in a future SCOPE. If you can help with 
any of these tasks, it will be greatly 
appreciated. Remember, to get anything 
worthwhile, it does take a commitment 
and some effort for enjoyment. 

Regarding the programs that PARC 
has at the general meeting, the last year 
provided the attendees with some valu- 
able information. That information 
ranged from Dxpeditions to the constant 
struggle with CCR’s. I’ve seen the list 
for the up and coming year. It you think 
the programs were interesting in 2000, 
wait until you see the programs that 
PARC will have in the year 2001. 

I know field day isn’t until June, but 
it’s never too early to start preparing for 
the Field Day 2001. PARC was only 
500 contacts away from being in first 
place. I have confidence that this year, 
under the leadership of the field day 
chairman, NN3V, Charlie will get us 
over the top so that the QST magazine 
next year will report PARC as the first 
place winner. You can find out what 
Charlie has in mind by checking else- 
where in the SCOPE for the Field Day 
article. Remember teamwork got us to 
second place. That was real easy. 

Now let’s try for that first place 
standing in the USA. We can achieve 
that goal if we team together. 

Now that the Holidays are over, its 
back to business as usual for most of us. 
But remember, always take the time to 
do something for yourself. Everyone 
needs a reward to keep going. 

Hope you had a great Holiday Sea- 
son and a Happy New Year, Allen, 
N2DCA 


Taco Wagon SK ? 


On December 10th the Taco Wagon 
ended its career as one of the club’s 
Field Day Trailer operating positions 
and then as storage for PARC equip- 
ment. 

The trailer chassis was donated by 


Merrit Arnold and it had an old genera- 
tor on it. The generator was stripped off 
and the chassis served as the basis for a 
trailer like shed with a 40 foot crankup 
tower mounted on top. 

The Taco Wagon usually saw ser- 
vice as the 40 meter SSB station. 

All of the plywood was stripped off 
to be burned and the trailer frame for 
the time being will be used to haul 
several crankup towers to the FD site. 
(see page 9 for more info) 

So the Taco Wagon will live on for a 
few more years of service to PARC. 


Health -Walking 


The Friday evening Hiker’s Net on 
146.730 each Friday evening at 9:00 pm 
would like to invite you to “drop in” and 
see what the latest hike is going to be for 
the month along with any “pick-up” 
hikes for the weekend. 

The hikes range from easy to more 
difficult and there is usually something 
for everyone since in most cases even 
the difficult hikes one does not need to 
“go all the way.” 

Tom Lebens, KF6PAZ, has made it 
easy for everyone interested in hiking to 
participate in what is going on by pro- 
viding the area Hikers with a reflector 
where hike information is posted. 

Why not join the reflector for a cou- 
ple of weeks and see what is going on in 
the world of hiking. 

If you don’t feel that the reflector is 
of interest to you, just follow the direc- 
tions at the end of the reflector e-mail 
message and you can “disengage” your- 
self easily. 

To sign up to the reflector simply 
send an e-mail to WSFQN @amsat.org 
requesting that you be added. 


Rug Pulled 


During the first part of December 
KAGFPSBarbare and your editor, 
W9FQNStan, contracted to have their 
old rug replaced with new. 

The time was set for Monday morn- 
ing around 10 A.M. so your editor dili- 
gently started moving some of the 
smaller items out of the two rooms that 


ra 


they said they would do first. 

About 10:30 A.M. he received a call 
saying that the crew had called in “sick” 
and would Wednesday morning be ok. 
Well, I had to agree. 

Wednesday morning came and after 
again moving all the small items, they 
showed up around 9:30 A.M. and in- 
formed me that instead of doing only 
two rooms that they were going to do 
the whole upstairs that day. Wow, that 
meant hurriedly tearing apart the com- 
puter room and bedrooms which | had 
moved some of the other smaller items 
into anticipating only two rooms being 
done. 

What a mess, They are carrying fur- 
niture out of all the rooms while | am 
taking apart all the computer items. 
Things were just dropped into boxes 
without much rhyme or reason. 

They laid the cushion mat and went 
outside to measure the new rug. I saw 
them from the 2nd story window 
scratching their heads so | rushed down 
stairs to find them ¢:scussing the three 
large slits which they found cut in the 
brand new rug! Wow, I paid for good 
rug. Not rug with slits. So that ended 
Wednesday’s work! 

A quick call to the installing com- 
pany yielded the information that they 
could have new rug ready for us in 8 
days so I said, “get moving.” In the 
meantime, I had enough of moving so 
we covered everything up on the deck 
with tarps. 

I set up the computer on an emer- 
gency card table and threw a mattress 
on the bedroom floor where we slept for 
the next 10 days. This was a real change 
sleeping at floor level. A year ago | 
blocked the bed up several cement 
blocks high so that I had to climb into 
the bed at night ..which doesn’t sound 
too great until you remember that in the 
morning you is” out of bed in the 
“standing up” p< -:1ion! 

Well, the new rug arrived .icer 10 
days and was installed ... and | am still 
going through boxes trying to find 
things that were hurriedly tossed. 

So if I was supposed to do anything 
for you (ad, autopatch, article, etc.) and 


it has not been done or is not in this 
month’s Scope, please let me know and | 
will make an attempt at rectifying (a 
good electrical word) the problem as 
soon as possible. 

This is the first time that the rug has 
really been literally pulled out from un- 
der me! 


Incorporation 

The Palomar Amateur Radio Club 
Inc. is an incorporated club with papers 
being filed with the state of California. 
Our By-laws are on file with the state 
and they have granted us an 
“incorporated status” which allows us to 
function as a “tax free” organization here 
in California. 


T-hunting (for the birds) 

Radio Tracking is Fun! 

"Tracking birds is one of the most fun 
things to do in the whole world!" is the 
opinion of the students at Neenah Creek 
School. For the past 3 years the sixth 
graders have been studying cranes, their 
habitat and the relationship they have to 
the destruction of crops....(1) oe 

Sitting in the darkened cab of a pick- 
up truck on a California Central Valley 
back road, research biologist Joe Fleskes 
of the USGS Western Ecological Re- 
search Center strained to hear the faint 
"beep beep beep” from his radio-tracking 
receiver. Somewhere out in the foggy 
night, the radio signa] was emanating 
from a small transmitter worn by one of 
320 ducks and geese fitted with these 
monitoring devices. 

Biologists in trucks equipped with 
cab-mounted directional antennae and 
specialized receivers to pick up transmit- 
ter frequencies will attempt to track each 
bird's location around-the-clock until the 
birds migrate north in the spring. 

"Each of the 320 ducks and geese that 
are wearing radio transmitters has a dis- 
tinct frequency,” said USGS scientist and 
White-fronted Goose Project Leader 
Dennis Orthmeyer. "Locating each radio- 
marked bird is like tuning the AM dial in 
your car or truck. Radio stations have 
different frequencies, but instead of tun- 


ing in to your favorite country and west- 
ern station, you might be picking up the 
frequency of a white-fronted goose 
banded and radio-marked at the start of 
the season." 

More than a dozen trackers are 
working the entire Central Valley this 
winter, with ground crews in the north- 
ern Sacramento Valley, the 
Sacramento-San Joaquin Valley River 
Delta, the southern San Joaquin Valley 
and locations between. A small airplane 
equipped with antennae is flown period- 
ically to search for birds that ground 
crews can't locate. 

A change in radio transmission can 
tell scientists if a goose or duck has 
died, important information for the 
study. The researchers also hope for 
cooperation from the public. They ask 
that anyone who finds or shoots a radio- 
marked bird call Joe Fleskes or Dennis 
Orthmeyer in Dixon, California, at 707- 
678-0682, extensions 628 and 626. 
Callers are welcome to keep the radio- 
transmitter and will receive a history of 
movements made by their bird.......(2) 

OF PF as es oe oe eh rn HT FO PE ee oF 98 Pt rE 27 ET OT PE oe 
(1 )http://tqjanior.thinkqrest.org/ 
3673/radio.htm 

Our names are Jim and Mitch; we 
are sixth graders at Neenah Creek 
School in Briggsville, Wisconsin. For 
the past three years we have been learn- 
ing about the greater sandhill cranes 
that live in our area. 


Open: 10a.m. - 5:30p.m. 

Monday thru Saturday 
858 560-4900 or toll free 1-800-854-6046 
5375 Kearny Villa Rd, S. D. 


Ask about our * 
great prices 


(2 )attp://biology.usgs.gov/pr/newsrelease/ 
1998/12-17.btml 

News ReleaseRelease 

December 17, 1998 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
U.S. Geological 

USGS and Partners to Evaluate im- 
pact of Habitat Restoration on Migra- 
tory Waterfowl in the Central Valley of 
California 

The Matrerial above is a summery 
of two different WEB PAGES. I could 
not find the frequencies used in either 
study. However | did find the frequency 
for another study 

Wild Wings: Heading North. 
http://www.google.conm/ 
search?q-radiottracking++geese& binG=G 
oogie+Search 
http://north.audubon.org/how. htm! 

In late November '96, 10 Snow 
Geese were tagged on their necks with 
lightweight satellite radios by members 
of the U.S. Geological Survey. 

A 401.65 MHz satellite radio built 
by Microwave Telemetry (Paul Howey) 
sends a digital signal from a snow 
goose. 

The radios, which weigh less than 50 
grams, send frequent signals to weather 
satellites. 

The signal is received by one of two 
NOAA polar-orbiting weather satellites 
(Daphne Gemmill, Terry Bryan). The 
signal is received at satellite dishes by 
ARGOS in France and Maryland. Lo- 


cations are estimated from a Pe.5 
"Doppler frequency shift." 1485 f 

Data showing date and loca-| Ja. § 
tion of the geese is e-mailed to the 
U. S. Geological Survey Biological Re- 
sources Division, California Science 
Center. 

I hope you have enjoyed the results 
of my study, ("T" HUNTING 
"STRICTLY FOR THE BIRDS") 

73's, The Ole Canoeing Bird Watcher, 
Glenn, KE6ZLY 


9O# 2? 

"Quote: 1 received a telephone call 
last evening from an individual identify- 
ing himself as an AT&T Service techni- 
cian who was conducting a test on tele- 
phone lines. He stated that to complete 
the test | should touch Nine (9), Zero 
(@), the pound (#) sign, and then hang 
up. 

Luckily, I was suspicious and re- 
fused. Upon contacting the telephone 
company, | was informed that by push- 
ing 9G#, you give the requesting indi- 
vidual full access to your telephone line, 
which enables them to place long dis- 
tance calls billed to your home phone 
number. 

I was further informed that this scam 
has been originating from many local 
jails/prisons. | have also verified this 
information with UCB Telecom, Pacific 


i? 


e@ 


Directions; On 163, take Clairemont Mesa Blvd. off ramp to East. ° 
Stay in right-hand lane. Turn right at stop light. As you are turning 


right you can see our beams in the shopping center. Travel 100 yds. on 


Decst 


Kearny Villa Rd. and U-turn back to shopping area and HIRO sign. Be 
sure to see our equipment in action on real antennas. 


Bell, MC], Bell Atlantic and GTE. 

Please beware. DO NOT press 90# 
for ANYONE. 

The GTE Security Department re- 
quested that | share this information with 
EVERYONE I KNOW. Unquote" 

Bill Carter 
{your editor from time to time gets 


these warning e-mails and while most of 


them are untrue or vicious, some are 

true. If in doubt, check out - 
http://www.trathorfiction.com/ 

by searching for 90#. Tnx to Bob WOVR 

for the above www address -Ed) 


Astronomy 
Subscribe to my FREE San Diego 
Astronomy Events e-mail list! Just send 
me your full name and e-mail address. 
dmammana@rbfleet.org 
Find out what's new at the Reuben H. 
Fleet Science Center by visiting online at 
lttp://www.rhfleet.org 
View the cosmos through my camera 
lens! Visit me online at - 
http://www.skyscapes.com 
Check out the San Diego Astronomy 
Association at http:/Avww.sdaa.org 
de Dennis Mammana, Resident As- 
tronomer, Reuben H. Fleet Science Cen- 
ter P.O. Box 33303, San Diego, CA 
92163-3303. 


Poway towers 

(Poway reviewing rules that limit towers to 35 
feet by Brian E. Clark UNION-TRIBUNE 
STAFF WRITER) 


December 14, 2000 POWAY — Ham 
radio enthusiasts are hoping the city will 
cut them some slack — as much as 65 
feet of it -- when it comes to the height of 
the antenna towers they use. Towers can 
be no taller than 35 feet, which is the 
limit for nearly all structures in the city. 
Only church steeples and a few buildings 
in the South Poway Industrial Park are 

xumpted. Amateur radio operators, who 
point out that they provide a key commu- 
nication link during natural disasters, say 
using taller towers would allow them to 
operate more efficiently. Moreover, they 
say they should receive special consider- 
ation because they already are licensed 


"and regulated by the Federal Commu- 


nications Commission. "All we are ask- 
ing for from Poway is something close 
to the same rules that are applied to 
hams in other parts of the county, where 
towers can be as tall as 75 to 100 feet," 
said Gary Kent, an electrical engineer 
who is president of the Poway Amateur 
Radio Society. Encinitas allows ama- 
teur radiotowers to be up to 100 feet 
tall; Oceanside has a 75-foot limit: Es- 
condido routinely gives exemptions to 
its 35-foot height restriction; and San 
Diego doesn't regulate the height of am- 
ateur radio antenna towers. "We just 
check to make sure towers are stable for 
safety reasons," said Jack Brandeis, a 
spokesman for the San Diego planning 
department. "Other than that, our city 
attorney has written that we should de- 
fer to the FCC." Steve Eckis, Poway's 
city attorney, agreed that the FCC has 
some power to overrule local agencies. 
But he said it does not prevent cities 
from regulating the size of amateur ra- 
dio antennas. "We have to take into 
account that hams play an important 
function in emergencies," he said. "And 
we should reasonably accommodate 
their needs. Which is why we are re- 
searching the issue now so we can sort 
out the fact from the fiction." In Poway, 
the issue of amateur radio tower height 
arose in the fall when residents of a 
neighborhood in north Poway off Es- 
pola Road complained about a tower 
that Gale Olson, a ham for a dozen 
years, put up in her back yard. In a 
nutshell, the neighbors consider it ugly. 
Olson complied with the height limit, 
but ran afoul of the city Planning De- 
partment over a requirement in her per- 
mit that says she must lower the antenna 
when her radio is not in use. According 
to Olson, the radio is on 24 hours a day 
because she is a member of a group 
called Amateur Radio Emergency Ser- 
vices. It is connected to a computer that 
automatically relays text messages to 
other hams. She does lower the antenna 
when she is out of town, she said. “But 
it's not an easy thing to do," said Olson, 
adding that she has helped with emer- 
gency communications on several fires 


in the past decade. "You can't just push 
a button and have it all come down and 
fold up. "I really do want to get along 
with my neighbors. But | also don't 
want to have my ability to operate my 
ham radio taken away, especially when 
I'm providing a public service at my 
own cost. And | don't think my tower is 
ugly.” Niall Fritz, Poway's planning di- 
rector, said he believes this is the first 
controversy involving a ham radio 
tower in the 20-year history of his city. 
"We're doing a comprehensive review of 
all antenna requirements now," he said. 
"But to my knowledge, there isn't a 
problem with operating at 35 feet." As 
for Olson's tower, Fritz said he wants to 
see documentation that she needs to 
have the radio on 24 hours a day. Until 
that happens, he said, she is in violation 
of her permit. But Fritz acknowledges 
that the question of what size ham radio 
towers can be and when they can be up 
is is a decision for the City Council. 
That decision is expected sometime next 
year. "I don't think there is any harm in 
letting them be higher than 35 feet, 
because they do supply emergency ser- 
vice to the community in time of emer- 
gencies,” said Councilman Bob Emery. 
"But I'm not clear on why an antenna 
needs to be up 24 hours a day. | need to 
be educated a little on that issue." In the 
meantime, Olson's tower remains up. 

Tamara Smith, a deputy city attor- 
ney, said the city is holding off filing a 
civil action against her. "We're waiting 
to see what kind of ordinance the city 
comes up with," Smith said. Kent, the 
Poway radio club president, said he 
looks forward to working with the city 
to help it develop new rules for amateur 
radio antennas. He has a 35-foot tower 
at his home in central Poway, off Twin 
Peaks Road. "We're hoping to get the 
heights raised,” he said. “And frankly, 
we need some standards. My antenna is 
up 24 hours a day, too, and I'm not in 
violation of my permit. But then I don't 
live in quite as nice a neighborhood as 
Gayle.” 


© Copyright 2000 Union-Tribune Publishing _ 


Ca. 


A! For Sail 


(12.14)Heath VTVM w/RF probe/ 
manual $35; Hustler mobile ant 10/20/40 
coils w/base $50; KW SWR(separate sen- 
sor/meter) $25; Selection heavy duty 
switches, coils & var. condensers for KW 
project; MAC Performa 630CD w/moni- 
tor, 56 modem, printer, scanner, lots of 
software/handbooks offer?; 2 ANTIQUES 
for bids (Circa 1925 Magnavox audio Fq. 
Amp. Type AC3, Mad. C, No.2236 using 3 
type 01-A push-twist tubes, external ‘A’ & 
‘B’ batteries; Circa 1933 Heintz/Kaufman 
Ltd San Francisco Radio receiver regeni- 
tive type 900 # 113, 3800-23000kc, US 
Patents | ,507689- 1,907,806 $400+): Larry 
W6LCT Vista 760.724.9996 B4 5pm or 
7-9pm daily. 

(12.13)Radio Shack less than Imr old 
10m HTX-10 mobile all mode $75: 
KF6VHA 760-3 10-6642. 

(12.1Mint Yaesu FT-690 MKIL, w/ 
spare speaker-mike & battery case $325, 
Includes box & paper work:Peter VE7 
CQA (858) 942-5502 


PALOMAR ENGINEERS 
Box 462222, Escondido, CA 92046 


TOROID CORES 


Palomar stocks a wide variety of cores and beads. 
Qur RFI Tip Sheet is free on request. 

‘Our RFI kit keeps RF out of your telephones, TVs, 

stereo, etc. Model RFI-4 $25 + tax + $6 to ship. 


BALUN KITS 
Ferrites slip over coax. Shrink tubing 
holds them in place. Works from 3.5- 
60 MHz (Use two kits for 160 m). 


Model BA-58 (for RG58, RG&X & similar 

cables up to 1/4"dia. $7.50 + tax + $6 S&H/order 

Model BA-S (for RG-8, RG-213, 9913 and 
similar cables up to 1/2” diameter. 

$15.00 + tax + $6 S&H/order 


TUNER-TUNER 


Tune your tuner without transmitting. Save that rig! 
Just listen to the Tuner-Tuner’s noise with your re- 
ceiver. Adjust your tuner for a nul! and presto! You 


Palomar-Engincers.com 
Please check cur complete ads in OST, 73, 
CQ, and World Radio magaziecs. 


rood 


ki members and could be “bumped” afier 3 mo. 
E| Make up your ad like the ones below and send 
B to Editor, W9FQN, 30311 Cir. R Ln, Vily. Ctr. 
CA 92082, (W9FQN@June.com) before the 
26th of each month. 

Commercial Ads in big boxes: $2/col. 
inch/mo. We will “squash” your copy to the 
number of inches bought. W9FQN@Juno.com 


(12.10)feom IC-2SAT 2m HT with 


UT-51 PL encoder, Internal 400ma_bat- 
tery, wall charger, rubber duck, box & 
manual. $65; Radio Shack PRO~6 
portable scanner, VHF Hi & Lo, UHF 
including 800Mhz, Aircraft, 6m, 2m, and 
70cm, Rubber duck, nicads, wall charger, 
box, & manual. $45: Jerry WB6FMT 
(760) 758-4388. 

(12.10)Heathkit SB-104 w/remote 
VFO & Pwr supply, buyer to make tax 
deductible donation to private school: Rick 
KB6GZ 858-566-4016, 

(11-27Estate_ Sale: Yaesu FRG-7 
Rrevr $200; Yaess FL-2100F Linear 
1200w $300; Kenwood TS-520 W/ VFO 
& spkr $200; Palomar Watt Meter Mod 
500 $50; Siltronix 1011B Transceiver 
$150; Heathkit Keyer $15; Westcom 20A 
Pwr supply $60; Palomar Messenger 2V 
Linear $50; Siltronix PM-15 Realistic CB 
Base W/SSB TRC-457 $100; Big Stick 
Ant $35; multi band vertical $75; 10m 
Ringo $50; NO RESONABLE OFFER 
REFUSED: Dave WB6DAV SM (760) 
727-5560. 


(11.22)Estate Sate: Kenwood AT 250 
Tuner $150; Eico Electric Keyer #717 $25; 
Kenwood TS 520 $250; B&W Lo Pass 
Filter $20; Yeasu FT 221R $150; Akai 
Headphones $10; SSB-FM Solid State 
Amp $20; Mc-50 Mic $45; Shure 444 
Mike $40; Shure 404c Mic $25; Panasonic 
VCR $20; NAD Cassette/Tuner $20; 
Heathkit GR 88 $7?: sstires@prodigy.net 
or Sonny at (760) 724-0049. 


(11.10)Kenwood ant tuner (AT230); 


Reaching Amateur 
Radio Operators 
for Christ 
Reaching Amateur Radio Oper- 


day at 7:oop.m. on 147.270. Aff 
HAM operators are welcome to 
drop in and share scripture or 
just listen. KF6VHA 


Personal equipment ads are free to| 


ators for Christ meets each Sun- 


remote VFO 230, transceiver TS | pg.7 
530S & mic MC 35S, Mint cond 
6 $600: KF6HHE Richard (760) 
§ 598-8289. 

(11.10)1-COM 735! w/pwr sup- 
ply, MFJ deluxe tuner II, -COM SMS mike, 
MFJ electonic paddle $700: KF6HHE 
Richard (760) 598-8289, 

(9-19)N60LE Home made Grid Dip 
Meter make offer; Sears ROAD- 
TALKER4@ SSB XCVR $50; military 
throat mic + headphones BO; Precision 
"Steel Six" lab mtrs. $5 ea; Proximator I 
vehicle det. $2; Olson CB067 Swr Mtr. $3; 
Keithly Auto R. Mtr. $15; Motion Det. 
Solfan 5240 $5; 25v.3A Reg. Pwr Sup $20; 
CDR Decade Capacitor $4; Sabetronics 
Freq. Cntr mod. 8110A $20; Healthdyne 
Lab digital thermometer mod. 2000 $5; call 
AB6QT at 760-742-1573 after 5pm. 

(9.1)2m_ packet station, PK-12 con- 
troller, Kenwood 2m 7950 xcvr, cable assys 
& manuals, computer software & disks 
$150; all units working & all reasonable 
offers considered: Al N6GNB_ Ulrich525 
@aol.com 760-741-1840 Esc. 

(8.14)Pre-ban Opto-elec R-10 scanner; 
Sangean ATS-818 shortwave receiver: 
Both mint, with extra's: KD6BFR, Bill Call 
760-480-6805. 

(7.27)Kenwood TS520 HF transceiver 
115 vac or 12 vde w/spkr/manualmic $295; 
Kenwood remote VFO520 w/man $75: 
Steve W2MRM 858-451-5690. 

(7.25)Ten-Tee Titan amp Mod 425 10- 
160m mint 20hrs orig box w/manuals 
$2,500: Kris W6KTE 760-941-3555 Vista. 

(7.19)Zerox printer 1340A w/manual 


Technician Wanted at Wavelynx in Vista 

RF, analog and digital technician for repair 
of microwave radios. 

Contact Charles at 760 598-9090 or 

email resume to charles@adnc.com 


The 


NiCad Lady Co. 


O.E.M. Assembly 
Rebuilds 
Batteries-Lead Acids 
Replacement Packs 
20585 Camino Del Sol Unk B 

Riverside, CA 92508 
werw.micdiady.com 


(909)653-8868 
Fax (909)653-5189 
onnt. nicdiady@nicdiady.com 
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$15; Heath H89 computer w/2drives/pwr/ FCC data bases, Aviation information, 
Amateur Radio calisigns, Geographic, 
airports, flight tracking, etc. de N6KI 


man $20; Printmate 350 do matrix printer 
$5; Mini-quad HQ-1 ant w/rotator/man $30: 
Dan W2LUK 858-592-9901 Poway. 
(7.6)Standard C1208DA 50/10/3w 2m 
mobile mic w/display/controls $120; AEA 
PK-88 TNC packet $20; Cusheraft 4el 2M 
“boomer” yagi 4’ boom w/Archer TV rotor 
and control box $35; Mars SWR meter HF 
$5: Russ K6KW 760-436-6714 Carisbad. 


WANTED: (A few good men/women) 

(12.15) Wanted: I'm looking for 
copies of a series of articles that ap- 
peared in some old issues of QEX. 
Specifically: “Signals, Samples, and 
Stuff", March through August 1998 is- 
sues of QEX. If anyone has these, please 
send an email to: Vito at - 
vbica@clea.quaicomm.com 

(11.23)Wanted: Kenwood TS430s 
with PS-430 power supply: 
sstires@prodigy.net phone: Sonny 
(760)724-0049) 

{10.2)Wanted: Kenwood TR-2500 alka- 
line battery case: Dennis K7DCG 858-748- 
$046 or K7DCG@arrl.net. 

(9.9)Wanted: Clegg FM-28 2m rig 
Manual & Schematic (to copy): Dennis, 
N6KI, 858 271-6079 or n6ki@amsat.org 

(8.16) WANTED: owners manual for 
IC-R70 Receiver: Berand, WBOYCQ 
(760) 722-5394 or WBOYCQ @ARRL.NET 

(8.10) Want pwr and audio output trans- 
fomer (pairs) from only vacuum tube 
stereos, old speakers, stereo tuners/amps 
working or not from ‘S50s-70s, will pickup & 
pay cash: John ac6ts@amsat.org or 760- 
747-9431, 

(7.6)Wanted used SP-230 matching 
speaker/cabinet for TS830S: 760-722-5394 
or wbO0ycq@arrl.net Ocsd. 


Grab Bag at Mtgs. 

At the next club meeting W9FQN 
Stan will have some more of the club’s 
buckets of valuable junk at a table near 
the right wall (at least it is not the wrong 
wall:) small parts, radio books, maga- 
zines, HT belt holders, etc. Some items 
are priced 4/$1 and other buckets 2/$1. 


Data Finder 


The following address is a great place 
to find data on various items - 
www.perconcorp.com/datafinder/index.btml 


Editor 


Your editor would like 
to see items of interest submitted that 
would be suitable for inclusion in one 
of the upcoming newsletters. 

The article or several paragraphs 
can be on any subject related to ama- 
teur radio. During the past year we 
have received more items from mem- 
bers then in years past since he has 
become editor and we hope that the 
coming year will see a doubling or 


more of submissions. 


If you are interested in something, 
the chances are that another club mem- 
ber is interested in it also. 

Some suggestions for articles are: 
1. How you used amateur radio to help 


someone. 


2. How you demonstrated amateur ra- 


dio to a non ham. 


3. How you used amateur radio in a 


hike. 


4. How the autopatch helped you in a 


semi-emergency. 


5. Can’t you think of something? 

Your editor loves to receive things 
via e-mail since he doesn’t need to do 
much, if any, typing but he will accept 
pony express mail. What he really does 
not like dealing with is information by 
landline since too many errors creep 


into the copy. 


Election 


Since there was only one person 
nominated for each club position, the 
slate of officers appearing on page 3 
was declared elected at the Dec. meet- 


ing. 


Join the ARRL 


Contact Joe Ashley, KB6NMK, at 


club meetings 


The president, with Board ap- 
proval, then appointed three additional 
members to the Board as per our By- 
laws. They are also listed on page 3. 


Committee Chairmen 
(appointed to serve Sept'99) 
ARESinfo. -DennisS K7DCG@amsat.org 
Attendance -Stan R W9FOQN@Juno.com 
ATY -BiliS KB6MCU W6GIC @amsat arg 
Auction -TedW KD6BFI@amsat.org 
Badges new -Al W6GNI@amsat.org 
old John T W6OLQ@amsat.org : 

Batteries -David KDGEBY DAT@Gerry Palomar.caltechedu & 
BBSMonitor -Bii B N6FMK @amsat.org 
Billing:Ads/eto-LyeliK K6GYM@arl net 
By-laws -Paul KF6VIE — pdecicco@pondiaw.com 

& -Ron RWASICL r3mb@concentric.net 
Contest Info. -Dennis N6KI@amsat.org 
ControlOps. -filled W6NWG@amsat.org 
D.Mar Fair-Barbara R KAGFPS Teanis42@Juno.com 
Emergency QTH’s (Emergency Com. Centers) 
HarryH -W6YOO W6Y¥OO@amsat.org 
DennisV -N6KI N6Ki@amsat.org 
Equipinv. - {to be announced soon) 
Field Day ~-Charlie NN3V@ARRL.net 

FDTech.-John K  WB6IQS@Juno.com 
Historian -StanR WSIFONG@Iuno.com 
Interference -BillS KB6MCU W6GIC@amsat.org 


Nets Stan R W9SFON@Juno.com 
Newsletter -Stan R W9IFQN@amsat.org 
PALBBSpkt -BrunoH KF6QDP@amsat.org 
Patch info -Stan R W9FON@Inno.com 
PatchETronics-Jery H  WB6FMT@amsatorg 
Picnic -MarshP W6SAX@amsat.org 
PowerAC/DC-Mike P KD6VHi@amsat.org 
Programs -CharlicR NNIV@ARRL.nct 
Publicity  -Fred S KE6BGI@amsat.org 
QSL Cards -MericR KR6BT@Juno.com 
KB6NMK @amsat org 
Red Flag- W6HCD NashWilliams@Compuserve.com 
Rp Site -StanR WSFQN@Iano.com 
Rpt Skeds  -Stan R WSFQONG@Iuno.com 
SANDARC -Sybil A W6GIC@amsat.org 
-BiIS KB6MCU =» W6GIC@amsat.org 
SellerTable -John K WEB6IQS@)uno.com 
AstS WDivDir-Walt WAGODQG@arrl net 
TechSite -MikeD  AB6QT: 
TestingVE -RustyM, DuaeDancer@worldnetatt.net & 
Training - W6NWG@amsat.org 
‘TrusteeW6NWG-MikeD AB6QT@amsat.org 
WebSite -FrankL $KE6WOE@amsat.org 


(Net Managers) (see pg.12) 
WSFON@amsat.org 


KC6YSO@amsat.org 
KF6DXX@Juno.com 
~Glenn KE6ZLY KE6ZLY @Juno.com 
MARA Cathy KE6IQU W6NWG@amsat.org 
Microwave -Kerry B N6FZW@quaicomm.com 
OM Road = -Jemy A jwak6pip@cts.com 
-DickW KA7AYT  rwilimek@home.com 
Sailors -LaryD W6QCA@amsat.org 
Traffic(SDCTN)}CharlesN6TEP cmieie@juno.com 


Names in heavy type are looking for re- 
placements. Appointed members serve until § 


Questions about club policy or for informa- 
tion can be addressed to WONWG@amsat.org 
or P. O. Box 73, Vista. CA 92085-0073. 


Repeater Status 12.12.00 

146.730+ : Normal, no problems 

147.075- : Normal, no problems 
147.130- : Normal, no problems 

> : Possible problems 


: Normal, no problems 

: Packet Repeater Normal 
: Packet Digi Normal 

: Bulletin Board Normal 
: Normal, no problems 


Work Parties — @atajo) 


(General work parties are usually scheduled 
the first Sunday after the first Wednesday Club 
meeting -~Ed} 

Next general work party: there are 
no scheduled repeater site work parties 
until further notice because of unfavor- 
able weather. 


Wor k P arty (cargo container) 


We have several projects that need 
to be accomplished in the club’s Cargo 
Container: 

Install fluorescent lights 
Organize the insides 
Inventory and mark antennas 

The work party for this project will 
be Sunday afternoon at | pm on Febru- 
ary 11th. 


Taco Wagon WP 
(see page 1} On December 10th a 
crew put to rest the famous Taco 
Wagon. Helping with the destruction 
were: 
Fred KE6BGI 
Dave WB6DAV 
John WB6IQS 
Merle KR6BT 
Stan W9FQN 
John brought along his cutting torch 
and after all the plywood was removed 
he cut up the metal superstructure leav- 


ing only the steel bed frame. Some of 


the superstructure was left (6 inches) so 
that the FD towers could be hauled 
without falling off. 


It was discovered that the tongue of 


~ the trailer could be easily extended with 
pipe already on the trailer so that the 
main frame is over 20 feet long making 


|\Technical, autopatch, repeaters, etc: 
| [AB6QT@amsat.org (Rptrs); W9F QN@amsat.org (autopatch/work parties) 


| it easy to haul the clubs 20” crankup 


towers. 
The Taco Wagon was rotting out 
and it was not feasible to repair the 


A trailer. 


A fun time was had by all. 

Because of lack of time, we did not 
start in on the lighting project for the 
cargo container. 


UP S (need a charge?) 


Many club members have Unin- 
teruptle Power Supplies (UPS) units 
which should be checked out from time 
to time for proper operation and battery 
capacity. 

As soon as you buy one, you should 
get into the unit and do some testing so 
that later on you can compare present 
results with when the unit was new. 

Make sure that before doing any 
testing that the unit is properly dis- 
charged and charged several times to 
“exercise” the supply - 

1. Load the supply with 200-300 
watts of light bulb or something close to 
what you are going to be installing on 
your UPS unit. 


From MILLIWATTS to KILOWATTS 
RF POWER TRANSISTORS - TUBES - POWER MODULES 
Best pricing on U.S. & Russian Transmitting & Receiving Tubes 
3-500ZG - 3-600Z - 811A - 572B 
4-400C - 6146B & W - 8072 - 8560AS - 8873 - 8875 
3CX400A7 & U7 - 3CX1200A7 & Z7 - 3CX1500A7 - 3CX3000A7 
4CX250B & R - 4CX400A - 4CX1600A - 5CX1500A 
Plus full inventory of Broadcast Tubes to 20K W 
Complete Inventory for servicing Amateur and Commercial 
Communications Equipment 
Transistors - Modules - Diodes 
Relays - Trimmers - Capacitors 
Heatsinks - Transformers - Chokes - Combiners - Wattmeters - 
Books 
Send for your FREE 2000 Catalog at 
e-mail: rfp@rfparts.com 
(800) RF-PARTS - (760)744-0700: fax (760)744-1943 
RF PARTS, 435 S. Pacific Street 


Pwr Sup #4, PARC 
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2. Make sure the UPS is fully 
charged before testing. Now install the 
light bulb “dummy load” and pull the 
plug on your unit. The light bulbs 
should remain lit. 

3. Before step No.2, use a digital 
voltmeter to measure the battery 
voltage- 

a. when the battery(s) is fully 
charged 

b. then while the battery is being 
discharged by step No.2 every | minute 
for 10 minutes, then every 5-10 minutes 
while you look for the “knee” on the 
graph you are constructing 

4. On graph paper record your re- 
sults after each reading 

ff this is done when you first buy the 
unit, it will then be possible for you to 


make comparisons “as the years go 
by” as to the current status of your unit. 

Above is a graph of one such unit 
which shows a rapid loss of battery volt- 
age during the first several minutes, then 
a gradual loss up until about 60 minutes, 
and a rapid drop off just after an hour. 
What you are looking for is the 2nd knee 
in the graph. This is the point which says 
“Tam dying quickly.” 

Compare the 2nd knee in the graph 
with the data you have collected earlier 
and it will give you some idea of the 
battery life left in the UPS your are 
using. 

Several of the club’s UPS supplies 
have been modified so that additional 
batteries can be “clipped” in parallel with 
the main UPS supply although a precau- 
tion was taken with several units to insert 
a car “turn light” in series so that if both 
battery groups are discharged quite a bit, 
the “outboard” battery will have a series 
resistance to keep the UPS charger from 
becoming “over stressed.” 

The light also tells you when current 
is entering or leaving the UPS unit and 
the relative amount of that current. (rhe 
resistance of the car bulb increases with current 
Slow which helps keep the battery charging cir- 
cuit from being too overtaxed -Ed) 


Detectors 

There is a little detector in all elec- 
tronic equipment that senses when there 
is a qualified technician or computer 
savvy person with a screwdriver in their 
pocket in the immediate area. 

Depending on the level of frustration 
that the equipment wants to inflict, it will 
randomly create false problems and sim- 
ulate failures - but only when the detector 
fails to detect qualified technical people. 
It does this just to tease the nontechnical 
Operators. 

This is called the theory of the vindic- 
tive inanimate object. Trust me, I know 
it works because I've experienced it hun- 
dreds of times at Heathkit (radios and 
test equipment) and when I was repairing 
industrial "mini" computers in the 1980s. 
As electronic gizmos become more com- 
plicated (and now there may be millions 
of transistors in a single IC) think of all 


~ the hate and discontent that such ran- 


dom “failures” can create. 

When electronics only had vacuum 
tubes, real human beings (not su- 
pertechs) could go down to the drug 
store, check the tubes and usually fix 
the things themselves. Not any more. 
John, WB6IQS 


RS Scanner 

Radio Shack has a free Bar Code 
scanner, the Cue Cat, which can be 
used for reading Bar Codes. Unfortu- 
nately, it probably sends out a unique 
code for the reader that you are using. 

Here is a web site that describes how 
to "declaw" the Cue Cat Bar Code 
Scanner (free from Radio Shack) by 
disabling the component that transmits a 
unique serial number with each scan. 

http://www.air-soldier.com/~cuecat 
deThomas F. Lebens 
(this a “more than you ever wanted to know” 
about something but very interesting from the 
standpoint of “reverse engineering” -Ed) 


Reply 

A few comments on the (Scope) 
technical articles. 

Re Repeater hum, a strong possibil- 
ity exists the some second and third 
harmonic is present in the TS 32 P 
encoder. They employ a two pole active 
low pass filter after digitally generating 
the CTCSS tone. A second filter or an 
active filter on 107.2 should solve that 
problem. 

Re slow blow fuses. 

There exists MDL and SB type 
fuses. MDL stands for medium delay. 
Fast blowing fuses are marked AGC, 
3AG or other designation for the fuse 
holder size. They take a larger current 
for a short period of time before blow- 
ing. The primary use for these types is 
to provide for a large in rush current for 
transformer operated equipment for the 
first cycle (16 mS) when the power is 
first turned on. They provide poor pro- 
tection for 12 Volt solid state 
transceivers and should not be used for 
that purpose. 
de Art McBride, KC6UQH 


NO Autopatch? 


A recent problem with the autopatch 
system pointed out a problem which is 
beyond our control. 

It is entirely possible that your PIN 
number is correct and that all your 
BOX numbers are correct yet the au- 
topatch system will not dial your num- 
ber for you. 

The computer program works on 
lists of PREFIXES as provided by the 
phone company. These are the lists that 
have been typed in for 760, 858, and the 
619 AREA codes. If the PREFIX is not 
listed in those three AREA codes, then 
the computer will not complete the call 
as dialed. 

The phone company lists are only 
updated every year and so we might not 
always have the latest information on 
PREFIXES. 

There are two problem areas - 

1. Pacific Bell adding new PREFIXES 
that we are not aware of and 

2. Cell phone numbers that use prefixes 
not in the phone book ..and most of the 
cell phone PREFIXES are not listed. 

While we can always update our list 
of regular phone PREFIXES at least 
once a year, we have NO WAY of 
finding out all of the hidden CELL 
PHONE PREFIXES. 

If you feel that you have dialed a 
good number and have dialed it cor- 
rectly, then contact us at - 

W9FQN1@Juno.com (yes a “1”) 
and we will try to correct the problem. 
If you don’t have e-mail, come to a club 
meeting to have the correction made. 

Pacific Bell has indicated that they 
will charge us for all cell phone calls 
that go from our system to a cell phone 
but so far these have not appeared on 
our phone bills. 

So for this reason, we are adding cell 
phone prefixes in a special section of the 
program but we will remove all those 
prefixes if we have to pay for the call. 


Phase 3D Orbit 


A new era in amateur radio commu- 
nications was ushered in on November 


16, 2000 (UTC) with the successful 
launch of the Phase 3D satellite now 
known as AMSAT-OSCAR 40, or sim- 
ply "AO-40." | This high altitude bird is 
temporarily using a geostationary park- 
ing orbit before rockets boost the satel- 
lite into a higher elliptical orbit. The 
radio footprint should be spectacular. 
http://www.amsat.org/ 


January Program 
Glen Paden KE6ZLY@Juno.com 

As a personal friend of Roland, 
KEG6NPN, I would like to add a few 
footnotes to what Charlie has said about 
the January PARC meeting. First of all, 
as well as being a California State Park 
Ranger, he is now the Superintendent 
(Chief Ranger) of the OCOTILLO 
WELL STATE OFF ROAD VEHICLE 
PARK, which is the largest off road 
park in California containing about 
75,000 acres. 

As the Chief ‘Ranger of the off road 
park, he has several new programs he 
would like to get started which involves 
Ham Radio and volunteer operators to 
assist in the safe and enjoyable opera- 
tion of the park on busy weekends. 

So if any of you are interested in 
volunteering at the off-road park in 
Ocotillo Wells, this would be an excel- 
lent time to get acquainted with Roland 
and his work out there . 

Roland would also like to start a 
Search and Rescue Team for that area. 
As well as working in his area he, will 
be working with the Chief Ranger of the 
Anza-Borrego Desert State Park who is 
his former boss at Lake Perris. 

The Search and Rescue Team would 
probably cover that area also. This is 
a good opportunity for those Hams in- 
terested im helping in either of the state 
parks to get involved in volunteering. 


Hams in Space 
The ham radio station on board the 
International Space Station has been 


_~. commissioned and the signal is terrific, 


even with 5 watts and a temporary an- 
tenna. Listen on 145.80 MHz, but 
remember that the station is in a low 


earth orbit, so it's not visible often, and 
the crew can only operate in their spare 
time. de Newsline 


Help 


When you are talking to someone 
you do not know on our repeaters, be 
sure to determine in some way if they 
are members of PARC. 

If they are not, politely invite them to 
join the club and mention some of the 
high points: 

Monthly mtgs. and newsletter 
5 Voice Repeaters 

packet repeaters and ATV 
etc 

Then telf them to send dues of $12 to 
PARC, POBox 73, Vista CA 92085- 
0073 or request an application from 
W6N WG@amsat.org 


Help? !! 2? 

We need your help! 

When you talk to strangers on our 
repeaters, at some point, ask them if 
they are members of the Palomar Ama- 
teur Radio Club OR if you don’t feel 
comfortable with the “direct” route, 
then ask them if they saw something in 
the most recent Scope. 

If they are not members, then invite 
them to join PARC! 

Point out some of the following sell- 
ing points: 

1. Monthly meetings - even if they can’t 
come, the membership is worth the $12 
dues. 

2. Monthly newsletter 

3. Four autopatch repeaters which cover 
all of San Diego County and even out to 
sea, 

4. Access to all sorts of information via 
the PARC nets: traffic, ARES, 
Sailor’s, MARA, Microwave, Off 
Roading, 6m ARES, and Ham Help 
Net. 

An the address for sending in their 
dues is very simple - 

PARC, P.O. Box 73, Vista CA 
92085-0073. 


(we could use it) 


- OR - 


if they have e-mail, tell them to contact 


WOGNI or W9FQN who both) pg-11} 
have amsat.org addresses for a ia 4 


club application. | Jaa. 


Contests 

Harry Hodges W6YOO@amsat.org 
Dec 30 Canadian Winter Contest 

Dec 30 = Stew Perry 160 Meter Contest 
Jan 6 ARRL RTTY Roundup 

Jan 12 Japan Int] DX CW - Low Bands 
Jan 13 North American QSO Party - CW 
Jan 20 North American QSO Party - SSB 
Jan 20 ARRL VHF Sweepstakes 

Jan 26 CQ WW 160 Meter Contest 

Feb 3 Vermont QSO Party 

Feb 3 New Hampshire QSO Party 

Feb 3 Maine QSO Party 

Feb 3 Deleware QSO Party 

Feb 3 Freeze Your Buns Off QRP 


Field Day, 80-10 Mir - CW & SSB 
Feb 4 North American Sprint - SSB 

Note the four RARE states QSO 
parties. A good chance to work on you 
WAS award. This list is not all inclu- 
sive as there are other minor contests on 
during the period. 

See QST, CQ, Worldradio, and the 
National Contest Journal for contest 
rules. GL in the contest! 73 de Harry, 
W6YOO0 


Animal World 


a 


Don’t feed the monkies! The monkies 
are the jammers and people that cause 
troubles on our repeaters. Ignore them. 
DO NOT TALK to them. Move to an- 
other repeater. Don’t feed the monkies. 


—! 


Are you a LONG talker and time out 
the club repeaters by talking too long? 

If you do, then the “alligator” bit you 
and you are eligible for the club’s presti- 
gious ALLIGATOR award! 


Join the ARRLE 
through PARC. See§ 


KB6NMK at club meet-f 
ings or send her an E-m. F 


PARC NETS — (040) 
All 147.075 10-l1lpm MCW contacts 

All 147.130 2130+ pm Facitious Group 
Sun.146.730 8:30am AREmergency Service 
Sun.146.736 10:00am Sailor’s Net 
Sun.147.075 8:45pm MARA Net 
Mon.146.730 7:15pm RACES sub Net 


(electronica, computers, antennas, license theory, etc.) 
Fri. 146.730 9:00pm Hiker’s Net 
Sat. 146.730 8:00pm Traffic Net (SDCTN) 
Sat. 52.680 800pm 6m ARES Net 
Sat. 147.130 8:15pm ARES Staff Net 


Mtg. starts at 7:30pm 
Ist Wed. ca. mo. Coffe 
at7pm. (see pg !) 


PARC Web Page (KEGWOE 
http://members.home.net/pare/ 


OPEN CLOSED Patches 
Palomar Mt. R: WONWG 
PARC Trustee of WGNWG: AB6QT 


*52.680- WONWG, -0.5 MHz 
opatches(4):  146.730-, *147.075+ 
*147,130+, *447.000- 


PKT: 145.0508 (PALMAR/W6NWG-1) 
146.700-(Duplex Pkt) PALBBS/EMG use 
145.070/146.7- (W6NWG-3/PALBBS) 


ATV “OUTPUT”: 1241.25 MHz AM 
ATV<IN”: 915wbfm, 919am, 
2441.25wbfm 


Intercom: 146.415 PL 79.7 nbfm 

Affiliated: 
*224.38- & *224.94- KK6KD(HARS) 
*447.05- & *145.26- KK6KD(HARS) 
*146.175+ N6FQ(Falbrk ARC) linked 

to 448.900 MHz (-) 103.5PL 
*224.90- WDG6HFR (220ClubSD); 
446,14- WB6FMT(123.0) Vista; 


POSTMASTER: Send address 
changes to Scope, P.O. Box 73, Vista, 
CA 92085-0073 (also on page 1) 


Time Dated Material 


fee 


Perodicals 
Postage Pd. 
at Vista CA 
92085-9998 


cover me! 


ald. Lam old and cold, lam teld? 


pz NEWS WORTHY 
01 Clab program; 1936; programs; FD 

02 Scope Stats; Last Mtg; Board; Member- 
ship; BFYSAX; AGOGO 


Repeaters in Use 


Please schedule special repeater use at feast one 
moath abead of intended use with WOFQN_ 


03 AK6Z; Pres. Message; Taco Wagon SK? 

04 Walking: Rug; Incorporation; T-hunting PARC 2000 Calendar 
05 908 777 Jan 2801 - 

06 Astronomy; Poway towers 03 Wed, Club Mtg.7:30pm,Carlsbad SafetyCtr 
07 For Sail; Ads; 10 Wed, Board meeting, W6GNI 

08 Grab Bags; Data Finder; Editor, Election 13 Sat, PARC Testing, Carlsbad Safety Ctr 

09 Work parties; Taco Wagon; UPS 20 Wed, N.Dist ARES Staff, 7pm 


10 Detectors; RS Scanner; Reply; Patch; 
Phase 3D orbit 

11 Jan. Program; Hams in Space: Help; Con- 
tests 

12 You are looking at it! 


(amece Sine print) 


Join the ARRL 


{avy Gow alovays naad the free print?) 


"ARC Testing - tests given each 2nd 
Saturday at 9:30 am in the Carlsbad 
Safety center in Carlsbad. Contact Rusty 
4A6OM at 760-747-5872 or at 


Web Pages 
PARC’s Home Page - KEG6WOE 
http://members.home.net/parc/ 
Rod’s General Home Page - AC6V 
http://ac6v.com/ 
Tom’s Hiker’s Home Page - KF6PAZ 
http://www. fanciful. org/san-diego-hiker 


720 N.Broadway, Esc 92025. 
Contact Harry W6YOO 760-743-4212. 


